Evaluation of a new chromogenic medium for the detection of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus carriage on nasal and perianal specimens.
A new chromogenic medium, denim blue (DB), was compared with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) Select (MRSAS) for detection of MRSA from surveillance specimens. On DB, MRSA colonies are larger (0.57-0.8 versus 0.45-0.6 mm at 18 and 24 h, respectively). Despite this, sensitivities of DB were 77% and 96% at 18 and 24 h, respectively, and those of MRSAS were 63% and 97.5%. Specificities were significantly higher for MRSAS than DB. The study demonstrates that DB and MRSA are equal for the detection of MRSA from surveillance specimens provided the plates are read after 24 h of incubation. Positive predictive values of both media were less than 95% requiring confirmation of MRSA, by another method, from all new patients.